Byron Carlyle Hall Jr.
October 28, 1937 - March 9, 2017

Son of the late Mary Alice and Byron C. Hall Sr.
Services have been held.

Cemetery
Flagg Spring Cemetery
3541 Roundbottom Rd
Newtown, OH, 45244

Comments

“

Byron Hall and I (Robert Turner) met as students at the University of Cincinnati
(1955). We always contacted each year by phone until early 2017, just before he
died. We had many good memories and we were physics partners in our senior year
at UC. He and I designed and built a device to measure the gyromagnetic ratio of
protons, a forerunner of the modern day MRI machines.

Robert Turner - January 17, 2019 at 04:15 PM

“

BYRON'S MOST SURPRISING ACCOMPLISHMENT
Byron Hall achieved many accomplishments in life, but most surprising was his
election as Lewis Hall Dorm Council President at Saint Louis University.
Lewis Hall housed over 400 post-undergraduate students when Byron and Al
Luschas and I arrived in the Fall of 1972.
Law students love to debate and argue, but not as much as Physics graduate
student Byron did. He would sit, uninvited, with other diners in the Lewis Hall
cafeteria and proceed to tell them why their leftwing socialist views were wrong.
Byron never resorted to personal insult, which is the only reason he wasn’t physically
attacked.
With Nixon in the White House, conservatives were especially unwelcome on college
campuses. Byron loved to explain why Nixon wasn’t a conservative, but that merely
increased Byron’s reputation for being a hopeless right-winger. As the only graduate
dorm,Lewis Hall was the most leftwing of all the University residence halls. This
made Byron the squarest of pegs jammed into a round hole.
That’s why it shocked everyone when Byron declared his candidacy for Lewis Hall
Dorm Council President.
Al and I decided to campaign for Byron, solely to reduce the embarrassment he
would suffer by his inevitable trouncing at the ballot box. If we could find 30 or so
votes for Byron, at least he wouldn’t be a laughingstock.
Byron believed in retail politics, and he pledged to visit every resident one floor at a
time. Al suggested we bring along beer in a cooler, so that’s what we did. We’d knock
on doors a dozen or so at a time, ask those who answered to join us in the hallway
for a beer, and Byron would give his campaign speech.
Many recognized Byron as this brazen conservative they knew from the cafeteria,
and they asked him questions about national politics or political theory. Byron refused
to engage and stuck to his talking points. His principal one was security and the need
for the University to eliminate all but one entrance to Lewis Hall, staff it with 24-hour
campus cops who checked IDs, and develop a culture of safety. This made a lot of
sense in the 1970s, a time when streets ran through campus, and there were no
barriers against the ghetto to the north.
On the night of the election, after the polls closed, what became the then unnamed
Cornstalk Crew went to the Cardinals baseball game. Returning from the game,
hoping Byron had made a modest showing, we were astounded to see the sign
posted by the reception desk that Byron won, receiving a majority of votes.
The joy was short-lived as the second-place candidate protested the election to the
Director of Housing on the grounds (1) Byron was ineligible, since he was a teaching
assistant, thereby making him a member of University administration; and (2) Byron
improperly bought votes with beer. The first charge caused much mirth among the
other teaching assistants who lived at Lewis and were unaware until the protest that
they were powerful University administrators. The second charge was more
concerning.
Thus, the protested 2000 U.S. presidential election that resulted in Bush v. Gore was
not the first presidential election requiring adjudication after the votes were counted.
(Indeed, some scholars even think the Lewis Hall Dorm Council election is what gave
Vice President Gore the idea to protest.) It took over a week, but the Director of
Housing finally denied the protest, deciding (1) teaching assistants were also
students, and all students were eligible for dorm elections; and (2) future elections

would ban the distribution of alcohol in campaigning, but no such ban was in effect
for this election, so Byron did not violate anything.
Byron assumed office and made Lewis Hall great again. His term was not without
controversy, as some University administrators and even fellow residents attempted
dastardly deeds in their unsuccessful efforts to thwart President Byron. Those tales
must wait another day to be told.
- Jules Miller
Jules Miller - April 22, 2017 at 12:05 AM

